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of operations; however, from the trucking point of view more impediments seem to exist at the grounded container terminal.
GROUNDED CONTAINER OPERATIONS
The processing by the trucker of the paperwork required by the terminal company is similar for both the wheeled operation terminal and the terminal whose containers are grounded. However, the physical aspects of picking up and delivering the containers are very different. In a terminal operating a grounded operation, the trucker is responsible for going to a separate area of the terminal and securing a road-worthy chassis. If he cannot find a chassis free of defects, he has two choices. He can take the chassis to the garage area of the terminal and wait while the defect in the chassis is repaired, or he can just take the chassis. Many times the driver just takes the chassis so he can get his container and be on his way. Once he has the bare chassis, he moves to the aisle where the container he wants is stored. There may be from 1 to 10 trucks in front of him waiting for the transtainer to service them. In some cases, the transtainer operator must dig through the stack of containers to secure the desired one. Depending upon the volume of traffic at the terminal, the elapsed time to pick up the chassis and secure the container can vary from 45 minutes to 4 hours.
When that same trucker returns with the empty container, he must have the completed unit inspected by a mechanic. These mechanics are looking for every type of exception from cut tires to missing twist locks. These exceptions are noted on the interchanges that the longshore union clerk prepares, and, wherever possible, the exceptions are costed and charged to the trucker. There are always less exceptions taken on returned equipment at marine terminals who have wheeled operations versus those with grounded operations. Most marine terminals using a grounded operation are easy going out and tough coming in.
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